Park County Land & Water Trust Fund Application
Purpose:
The Land & Water Trust Fund is comprised of proceeds from a voter approved 1% sales tax of
specific goods and services to be used to help fund:
▪

THE PRESERVATION, PROTECTION, ACQUISITION, IMPROVEMENT
AND MAINTENANCE OF PARK COUNTY'S REMAINING WATER
RESOURCES, AND LANDS IN PARK COUNTY CONTAINING
ASSOCIATED WATER RIGHTS AND WATER RESOURCES; and

▪

THE PRESERVATION, PROTECTION, ACQUISITION, LEASING,
IMPROVEMENT AND MAINTENANCE OF WATER RIGHTS, WATER
SYSTEMS/STRUCTURES, OPEN SPACE, AND WILDLIFE AND OUTDOOR
RECREATION RESOURCES.

Definitions:
▪

Open Space:
Any area permanently prohibited from development and intended primarily for
one or more of the following: passive and undeveloped recreational use,
preservation of rural and open character, protection of wildlife habitat,
preservation of scenic views and natural features or environmental quality, and for
other similar benefit and enjoyment for the general public.

▪

Outdoor Recreation Resources:
Areas which provide or may in the future provide for opportunities for outdoor
recreation. Outdoor recreation includes any activity conducted in an outdoor
environment by the general public.

▪

Water Resources:
Sources of water that are useful or potentially useful to support human or natural
resources, including consumptive and non-consumptive uses for agricultural,
industrial, household, recreational, and environmental needs.

▪

Water Rights:
A specific amount of water adjudicated in water court for a specific use in a
specific location.

▪

Water Systems/Structures:
Facilities used to treat, administer, and utilize water.

▪

Wildlife:
Terrestrial, avian and aquatic species except those determined to be domestic
animals by Colorado Revised Statute.
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Park County Land & Water Trust Fund Application

Eligibility:
Only COMPLETE applications will be considered for Park County Land & Water Trust Fund
approval. Complete applications REQUIREMENTS INCLUDE:
▪

One (1) PDF with electronic signature;

▪

Complete all sections of the application;

▪

All application forms must be signed and dated by the individual responsible for
the completion of the project;

▪

Applicants that provide more than ten percent (10%) cash match of the cash total
will result in a higher overall score. Cash matches may include:
o U.S. currency;
o Professional and Construction (contract) services; and
o Purchase of equipment or materials having a cash value.

▪

Applicants MUST itemize in kind funding sources. In kind funding will be scored
separately. Examples of in-kind funding include:
o Donated material;
o Volunteer labor and or professional services;
o Travel;
o Administrative expenses.

▪

All information must be typed;

▪

Incomplete or illegible applications will not be considered;

▪

The application must be received by the published deadline, four (4) weeks prior
to the scheduled meeting. The deadline may be waived at the discretion of the
Land & Water Trust Fund Board for emergencies;\

▪

Applications selected for funding shall be considered a legal contract between the
applicant and Park County and are therefore subject to a financial audit and
on-site project inspections.

All applications must be sent to the Park County Land & Water Trust Fund Board at:
lwtfboard@gmail.com
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Awards:
All applications will be considered for funding, if the published criteria are met. The awarded
grants in Park County is the responsibility of the Board of County Commissioners. The amount
and number of grant awards varies from year to year, depending on the total funding pool and the
number of applicants. Please keep in mind that Park County receives a limited amount of funds
available for distribution. When the Board of County Commissioners award the funds, a “Memo
of Understanding” will be issued to the organization identifying the amount of funds received
and the length of time the award will be held in the organization name. The award will be good
through the end of the approved project schedule. If an extension is needed beyond the end of the
project schedule, that request must be made in writing, and filed with an interim report by the
next scheduled LWTF Board meeting. To receive future funding for a grant request, a final
report must be turned in no later than 90 days following the completion of the project.
Criteria:
Program policies and funding recommendations are based on the following criteria:
Criteria

Points

Benefit to Park County

30

Project accessibility to the general public

10

Matching cash funds

20

In-kind services provided by the applicant organization or project supporters

15

Complete and intelligible application, budget and supporting documentation

05

Project sustainability plan for funding ongoing maintenance and
capital renewal

05

Project type (Open Space, Outdoor Recreation Resource, Water Resource,
Water Rights, Wildlife)
TOTAL

15
100
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Park County Land & Water Trust Fund Application
GENERAL INFORMATION
Organization name: Alma Foundation

Contact person: Jara Johnson

Organization address: PO BOX 1050 Alma, CO 80420

Contact address: PO BOX 1050 Alma, CO 80420

Organization phone #:719-836-2712

Contact phone #: 719-838-9077

Project Name: Buckskin Placer & Town Park Expansion Acquisitions
Project Schedule:
● Start 11/01/20
● Project Milestones including:
o Planning & Investigation 12/01/2020
o Design
o Bid/Procurement
o Construct
o Intermittent Funding Request Milestone(s)
▪ 01/01/2021
▪
o Intermittent Project Update Report Milestone(s)
▪ 01/01/2021
▪
● Finish 03/01/2021
● Final Funding Request 03/01/2021
● Final Report & Presentation 05/05/2021
● 11-Month Review
Provide a brief description of the project scope and nature.
The Town of Alma and the Alma Foundation would like to acquire an 80 acre parcel in Buckskin Gulch that
encompasses Buckskin Creek and another ~1 acre parcel in Town to expand the Alma Town Park and
playground. These two parcels of land that are critical to the preservation and protection of Park County's water
resources, the Town of Alma's water system, open space, and wildlife habitat in Buckskin Gulch and important
outdoor recreation resources in both Alma and Buckskin Gulch.

What is the need for the project?

Buckskin Gulch provides the drinking water for the Town of Alma, it is important wildlife habitat, and provides for
numerous outdoor recreation opportunities including access to three 14,000-foot peaks. The Town strongly
believes that the Buckskin watershed is our most important resource. Over the years, the Town and its partners
have acquired open space and collaborated with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to better manage and protect
our critical water resource. When the 80 acre Buckskin Placer was listed for sale this summer, the Town knew
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Park County Land & Water Trust Fund Application
Please list and provide supporting documents (as attachments) including photos, drawings and
maps.
Grant Application full text pages 1-4
Buckskin Property Maps (3)
Buckskin Property photographs (6)
Town Park Maps (2)
Town Park photographs (2)
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approve of it, they approved it, or when is approval

The Buckskin Placer parcel is currently owned by Richard and Marcia Bauder. They are aware the Town is
interested in purchasing the property and are actively selling the property.
The Town Park parcel is currently owned by Mamebuffalo Inc. The representative of the corporation is very
interested in selling the property to the Town.

Provide documentation of the entity that owns or will own the asset, including water rights, for
this project.
The Town of Alma will own both properties in perpetuity. The Alma Foundation will contribute financial support
to the Town for the purchase of the properties.

Accessibility to the public (provisions for the disabled, location, hours, etc.):
The Town Park parcel will be an expansion of the existing Town Park that is fully open to the public. The
property will benefit from the adjacent ADA-compliant Riverwalk trail and the existing town park infrastructure,
including picnic tables, vault toilets, and a skate park. It is centrally located in the Town of Alma and is easily
accessed from Hwy 9. This park is the hub of our community.
The Buckskin Placer parcel is easily accessed from County Road 8 less than one mile from State Highway 9.
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During - The Alma Foundation will promote the LWTF financial contribution for this project on social media and
through press releases with a small attendance ribbon cutting at both properties.
Completion - The entrance to the Buckskin Cemetery is a popular stopping point for over 400 cars a day
recreating in Buckskin Gulch and it is on the land we hope to acquire with your support. At this location, we
would install a kiosk highlighting the LWTF contribution as well as information about Buckskin Gulch and how
Has can
thisrespectfully
entity had use
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visitors
this special
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Alma Foundation is currently in the process of upgrading and installing new kiosks at the town park and we
are proud to highlight the support from the LWTF for contributing to Riverwalk project and hopefully this
Yes, the Alma Foundation has been awarded financial support for the Riverwalk Project and an interim report
expansion.
has been presented at previous meetings and a final report will be submitted upon completion of the youth
corps projects in Summer 2021.
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BUDGET
Budget Overview:
Land & Water Trust Fund Request

200,000.00
$ _______________

Applicant/Partner cash match

353,500.00
$ _______________

Cash total (grant request plus applicant cash match)

553,500.00
$ _______________

Value of in-kind services (provide documentation)

3,000.00
$ _______________

Project Total Budget

556,500.00
$ _______________

Applicant Cash Match Percent of Total Cash

64.00
_______________%

If the project was developed using Tasks or Phases, please categorize the budget on the
following page by Task or Phase. Rows may be added as needed to each budget category. If
more than one partner is contributing to the budget, you may add columns for each or use a total
for the chart and list each partner’s contribution separately under the budget narrative.
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EXPENSES INCOME AND EXPENDITURE SHEET
LWTF
Request
Consultants and/or Contractors
Description

Applicant
Cash

Applicant
In-Kind

Partners
Cash

Survey and Mapping

Partners
In-Kind

Total

$ 1,500.00

$ 1,500.00

Apprasial

$ 2,000.00

$ 2,000.00

$ 4,000.00

Environmental Assessment

$ 1,500.00

$ 1,500.00

$ 3,000.00

Equipment Rental or Purchase

Materials, Supplies, and Fees

Property Acquisition
Buckskin Property

$ 180,000.00

$ 10,000.00

$ 180,000.00

$ 370,000.00

Town Park Property

$ 20,000.00

$ 5,000.00

$ 150,000.00

$ 175,000.00

Mileage (Prefer applicant and partners provide cash & in-kind)

Administrative Expenses (Prefer applicant and partners provide cash & in-kind)
Town Attorney
Alma Foundation grant management

$ 1,000.00
$ 2,000.00

$ 1,000.00
$ 2,000.00

Other (Be Specific)

Total Income/Expenses
$ 2,000,000.00
$ 18,500.00$ 2,000.00 $ 335,000.00$ 1,000.00 $ 556,500.00
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NARRATIVE
Without repeating information provided elsewhere, please describe any additional information
regarding each expense and related income source Please attach any additional back up
documentation that has not been already provided.
Consultants and/or Contractors:
High Plains Appraisal has quoted the Alma Foundation $2000/property for a total of $4000.
Burnett Surveying has quoted the Alma Foundation $1500 for the Town Park survey.
GOCO may require an Environmental Assessment, previous EA completed by 285 Engineering cost
approximately $1500 per property for a total cost of $3000.

Equipment Rental or Purchase:

Materials, Supplies and Fees:

Property Acquisition:
Buckskin Placer listed for $350,000 + 5% Realtor Fees = $367,500 Total Budget for land acquisition $370,000
LWTF Applied $180,000
Applicant funding Alma Foundation $10,000 secured
Partner funding (Town of Alma $10,000 secured) + (GOCO $170,000 applied) = $180,000

Mileage
(Prefer
applicant
and partners
provide
cash &Fees
in-kind):
Town Park
Property
owner asking
$165,000
+ 5% Realtor
= $173,250 Total Budget for Park $175,000
LWTF Applied $20,000
Applicant funding Alma Foundation $5,000
Partner funding (GOCO applied $140,000) + ($10,000 Town of Alma secured) Total partner $150,000

Administrative Expenses (Prefer applicant and partners provide cash & in-kind):
Town of Alma Attorney costs for reviewing contracts etc. ~ 5 hrs at $200/hr total cost $1000 IN KIND Match
Alma Foundation Volunteer support for coordinating land acquisition, publicity, grant management etc. 80 hrs at
$25/hr IN KIND Match total of $2000.

Other:
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CERTIFICATION
I, the undersigned, certify that:
1) I have been authorized by the organization named in this application to administer the
Trust Fund Grant, if awarded;
2) To the best of my knowledge, all information contained in this application is true and
accurate;
3) The Land and Water Trust Fund’s investment will be recognized during the project (i.e.
Thank You Park County Voters banner/signage) and at the completion of the project (i.e.
Dedication/Contribution Plaque) as agreed upon;
4) A final report, as an electronic document, will be furnished to the Land and Water Trust
Fund Board, including lessons learned on the project, to be prepared and submitted to
Park County for publication on its web site;
5) Report and presentation will be presented within 90 days of the scheduled finish date and
an 11 Month Review as stated above for the project described herein; and
6) All required reporting forms will be furnished in a timely manner to be considered for
future funding.

Representing (Applicant Organization):
Alma Foundation

Contact Person (typed or printed):
Jara Johnson
Alma Foundation Volunteer

Contact Person (signature):

Dated: 10/07/2020
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Park County Land and Water Trust Fund November 2020 Grant Application
Organization Name and Address:
Alma Foundation
PO BOX 1050
Alma, CO 80420
719-836-2712

Contact person: Jara Johnson
Contact address: PO BOX 184 Alma 80420
Contact phone: 719-838-9077
Contact email: jaraajohnson@gmail.com

Project Schedule:
We hope to purchase the properties as soon as funding is approved from LWTF and GOCO. We
anticipate closing on the properties by February 2021.
Provide a brief description of the project scope and nature.
The Town of Alma and the Alma Foundation would like to acquire an 80 acre parcel in Buckskin
Gulch that encompasses Buckskin Creek and another ~1 acre parcel in Town to expand the
Alma Town Park and playground. These two parcels of land that are critical to the preservation
and protection of Park County's water resources, the Town of Alma's water system, open space,
and wildlife habitat in Buckskin Gulch and important outdoor recreation resources in both Alma
and Buckskin Gulch.
What is the need for the project?
Buckskin Gulch provides the drinking water for the Town of Alma, it is important wildlife
habitat, and provides for numerous outdoor recreation opportunities including access to three
14,000-foot peaks. The Town strongly believes that the Buckskin watershed is our most
important resource. Over the years, the Town and its partners have acquired open space and
collaborated with the U.S. Forest Service (USFS) to better manage and protect our critical water
resource. When the 80 acre Buckskin Placer was listed for sale this summer, the Town knew
immediately it was critical to acquire this property for the longevity of our community. The
property extends on both sides of the creek and surrounds the drinking water intake gallery for
our water system. Additionally, this parcel is situated as a key puzzle piece connecting existing
trails from the Town to the historic Buckskin Cemetery and the Pike National Forest. The
property adjoins the Buckskin Cemetery and contains both Cemetery access roads. With the
increase in use this summer, this property was damaged by residential camping, off road
parking and driving throughout the meadow below the Cemetery, litter, fires and numerous

user conflicts. The property needs to be managed to protect the valuable land and water
resources and provide for safe, respectful public access.
The parcel of land adjacent to the Town Park has been used for over 30 years as ball fields,
playground area, and event space. Most notable is the use of this property for the annual
Festival in the Clouds: a free, 3-day art and music festival. After a large reclamation project was
completed on the property last year, the owners have expressed interest in selling the property
and limited access. If we do not acquire this property, the Alma Foundation will not be able to
host its largest fundraiser. Additionally, the land is in a prime location for a permanent skate
park. Our existing skate ramps need to be moved to host events in the park and therefore are
not fully installed limiting their use and causing undue wear and tear to the equipment. These
skate ramps were donated by the Town of Frisco along with a large half pipe that has been in
storage until a permanent location could be secured. The Town Park has had a marked increase
in use this summer and it has never been more important to secure this property and enhance
the Town Park.
How does the project align with the voter approved use of funds?
The purchase of 80 acres in Buckskin Gulch directly supports the LWTF mission for the
“acquisition of lands in Park County containing water resources, water systems, open space,
wildlife habitat and outdoor recreation.” The property extends on both sides of Buckskin Creek
providing for public access to the creek. The property fully surrounds the Town of Alma’s
drinking water system and through acquisition this land and water can be protected. The
property also contains more than ten acres of wetlands and wildlife habitat. It fully aligns with
the mission of the LWTF and all Park County voters would be proud to call this piece of property
theirs. The Town Park parcel adjoins the Alma Riverwalk property previously supported by the
LWTF. By acquiring this parcel, the Town Park can improve the outdoor recreation
opportunities for all ages and abilities.
Please describe the return on investment of Land and Water Trust Funds
The Town and Foundation are moving to purchase both of these properties to take advantage
of the matching Great Outdoors Colorado (GOCO) funding available under the Resilient
Communities grant fund. In response to the unprecedented disruption caused by the COVID-19
pandemic, GOCO is launching a one-time Resilient Communities Program to help partners
advance outdoor recreation, stewardship, and land protection projects in a manner that best
reflects community needs and priorities at this moment in time. Discussions with GOCO staff
have encouraged the Town to apply for funding for both properties under this program. With
GOCO funding, the LWTF investment would be matched more than 50% and two valuable
pieces of property can be protected for all Park County citizens and visitors to enjoy.
Investment in these properties directly preserves water resources and adjacent lands while
providing for managed public access and outdoor recreation. This ensures the open space,
wildlife habitat, and water resources are protected from misuse and degradation. Both of these

properties are visited by locals and an increasing number of visitors. While these visitors are
hiking the fourteeners, visiting the historic cemetery, or attending an event at the Town Park,
they also purchase goods and services at our local businesses, further enhancing the sales tax
income for the town, county, and LWTF. The Town Park Parcel is critical for the continuation of
the Alma Festival in the Clouds, our primary fundraiser for the Alma Foundation that brings in
thousands of locals and tourists who support over 60 vendors each year. The Festival in the
Clouds is a significant financial boost to our local economy and sales tax from vendors further
the mission of the LWTF. This event also enables the Alma Foundation to support even more
open space and outdoor recreation projects in our community.
Please list and provide supporting documents (ass attachments) including photos, drawings
and maps.
Buckskin Property Maps (3)
Buckskin Property photographs (6)
Town Park Maps (2)
Town Park photographs (2)
Letters of support for Buckskin Property (17)
Letters of support for Park Property (12)
Who is the property owner and do they approve of the project?
The Buckskin Placer parcel is currently owned by Richard and Marcia Bauder. They are aware
the Town is interested in purchasing the property and are actively selling the property.
The Town Park parcel is currently owned by Mamebuffalo Inc. The representative of the
corporation is very interested in selling the property to the Town.
Provide documentation of the entity that owns or will own the asset for this project.
The Town of Alma will own both properties in perpetuity. The Alma Foundation will contribute
financial support to the Town for the purchase of the properties.
Accessibility to the public (provisions for the disabled, location, hours, etc)
The Town Park parcel will be an expansion of the existing Town Park that is fully open to the
public. The property will benefit from the adjacent ADA-compliant Riverwalk trail and the
existing town park infrastructure, including picnic tables, vault toilets, and a skate park. It is
centrally located in the Town of Alma and is easily accessed from Hwy 9. This park is the hub of
our community.
The Buckskin Placer parcel is easily accessed from County Road 8 less than one mile from State
Highway 9. The property will be open to the public for general outdoor recreation including but
not limited to hiking, fishing, biking, and day use. A management plan will be developed with
USFS to manage potential camping on the property and adjoining forest service land.

How will the LWTF contribution be recognized during the project and at the completion of the
project:
During - The Alma Foundation will promote the LWTF financial contribution for this project on
social media and through press releases with a small attendance ribbon cutting at both
properties.
Completion - The entrance to the Buckskin Cemetery is a popular stopping point for over 400
cars a day recreating in Buckskin Gulch and it is on the land we hope to acquire with your
support. At this location, we would install a kiosk highlighting the LWTF contribution as well as
information about Buckskin Gulch and how visitors can respectfully use this special area.
The Alma Foundation is currently in the process of upgrading and installing new kiosks at the
town park and we are proud to highlight the support from the LWTF for contributing to
Riverwalk project and hopefully this expansion.
Has the entity had previous funds awarded, and if so, is there a final report on file?
Yes, the Alma Foundation has been awarded financial support for the Riverwalk Project and an
interim report has been presented at previous meetings and a final report will be submitted
upon completion of the youth corps projects in Summer 2021.
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To the Park County Land and Water Trust Fund Board,
I support the use of Park County Land and Water Trust Funds for the purchase of the 80 acre
parcel of land in Buckskin Gulch. In addition to all its historical and recreational benefits, this
acquisition helps fulfill both the current and the past missions of the Land and Water Trust Fund
to preserve, protect, acquire, improve, and maintain Park County’s remaining water resources.
The acquisition would protect 10 acres of riparian habitat and riverine wetland along Buckskin
Creek and the source of water for the Town of Alma.
Sincerely,

Mark Beardsley, EcoMetrics

October 6, 2020

To whom it may concern,
I strongly support the purchase of the 80 acre mining claim known as the Buckskin Placer in
Buckskin Gulch west of the town of Alma.
The town of Alma began its mission of preserving the trail system unofficially called the
Buckskin Cemetery Trail in January 2001 with the purchase of 3 mining claims, totalling 30.99
west of the Buckskin Placer. This property had a trail going from the town of Alma through the
cemetery, then on through a large island of National Forest and connecting to the Windy Ridge
Road. That two track road then went on to the preserved area called the Windy Ridge and then
onto Mt. Bross, one of the four 14,000 plus mountains in Park County. At that time we realised
that we did not have a lot of continuous National Forest trails or ‘legal trails’ and the fact that
private landowners could potentially block the trials or subdivide and obliterate them.
In 2003, my husband, Marty and I bought the 40 acre property adjoining the Buckskin Placer to
the east. We heard that someone was considering buying and subdividing it into town sized
lots. Our fear was that they would destroy the trail and we would lose forever the recreational
opportunities that so many people of the town of Alma and tourists from all over enjoyed.
We have known that the Buckskin Placer is the missing link in that trail system for quite some
time but were never able to communicate with the owners. Now that the property is listed with a
realtor again our fears of losing the trail returns.
Development of the this parcel could forever ruin the beauty of Buckskin Gulch as well as
threaten the wildlife and water source for the town.
With the onset of Covid 19 more people from the cities are coming to the mountains for escape
and recreation. This has increased usage of the trail and illegal camping on the Buckskin
Placer. Another major concern is the potential for a major forest fire due to the lack of
stewardship and management of this vital area.
Preserving and protecting key parcels of land and trails has been the mission of the citizens of
Alma since the early 2000’s. This would be the ‘icing on the cake’ as far as that goal. Please
strongly consider helping us achieve this most important undertaking.
Respectfully yours,
Debi O’Brien

Tim and Linda Balough
PO Box 217
Alma, CO 80420
September 29, 2020
Park County Land and Water Trust Board:
There are a number of reasons that we strongly support the purchase of the Buckskin Joe property;
premier among them is that it surrounds the Alma water gallery. Protection of this property can help
insure the continued quality of water for the town as it continues to prosper and grow.
Conversely, if the land were not to be acquired and managed by the town, there is no assurance of its
protection from uses that would endanger not only the water quality, but also the natural resources of
the meadow and woodlands that was once the well-known historic townsite of Buckskin Joe – one of
the first mining camps and one-time county seat of Park County.
With the pressure for development in the area, it is essential that the property be secured and preserved
as soon as possible before it is too late.
We believe that this purchase is the very example of the mission of the Park County Land and Water
Fund in that it will be insuring the protection of an essential water supply for the town and help protect
the water quality in Buckskin Creek, a headwaters tributary of the Middle Fork of the South Platte
River.
We urge the Park County Land and Water Trust Board to join us in contributing to the purchase of this
parcel of land that not only is important to maintaining the quality of the county’s water, but also is
very important to its history and respectful recreational opportunities.
Thank you for your continued stewardship of Park County’s water and land.
Gratefully,

Tim and Linda Balough

To Whom it May Concern,
I support the purchase of the 80 acre parcel of land in Buckskin Gulch. This special piece of
ground was the historic town site of Buckskin Joe. You can feel it and imagine it when in the
peaceful meadow gazing at the historic mine on the side of the mountain. When the wind is
hollering the stories and voices of the past. What could be better than to connect the trails on this
amazing property to the center of Alma, with the bonus of not having to be on CR 8. The
adventures do not have to be far from home. My family and friends have enjoyed cross country
skiing on beautiful moonshine evenings, walked watching the morning shine strong on the
mighty Mt. Bross. Enjoying with respect the rich history of the miners. Are you imagining it?
Feeling It? The wildlife is abundant with elk, moose, deer, and the joyous songs of the birds.
Precious, protecting, open space, wildlife habitat, recreation, management, memories,
connecting, community are the many highlights shining on this property. The potential
development of this property would be like putting out the last miners’ candle. Please help the
Town and Foundation keep the shine this property holds and offers.

Thanks for this opportunity,
Cindy Cole

.

October 6, 2020

To whom it may concern,

I am in strong support of the procurement of the 80 acre parcel in Buckskin Gulch. I
own and live on the adjoining 40 acres to the east of said property. Over the years I have seen
the amount of use of the trail through our property and the Buckskin Placer increase ten fold.
In addition, the traffic on Buckskin road has increased dramatically with both in-state and out
of state tourists. Buckskin road provides access to the historic Paris Mill Site, the historic and
still in use Buckskin Cemetery, Windy Ridge and the Bristlecone Pines, Kite Lake and the trail
heads to our 14,000' peaks (Democrat, Lincoln and Bross). Outdoor recreation has always
been a huge attraction for Colorado tourism, our healthy lifestyles and frankly our way of life.
This parcel can go along way to ensure that future generations can continue enjoying the wild
areas as development encroaches on our recreational areas.
In the early 70's, growing up and exploring many trails in Breckenridge and Summit
County, I watched as, one by one, trails began disappearing in favor of development. Then in
1993, my wife and I moved to Alma, where again we are seeing trails disappear. The Flume
Trail, a six mile trail that ran from Alma to Fairplay no longer exists due to the Glacer Ridge and
Breckenridge Mtn Estates Subdivisions and one of many local gravel pits. Until the late 90's I
could fish the Platte River all the way from Alma to Fairplay. Now, in that same seven mile
stretch, there is not a single public access point to the river.
We can not rely on private land owners to provide us with outdoor recreation
opportunities. When we can preserve an 80 acre parcel that has trails, access to our
cemetery, a buffer around our water intake supply, an important wildlife corridor and can
provide a boost to our tourist industry, we must not hesitate. We must preserve what we
enjoy now so that others may do the same in the future.

Sincerely,

Martin O'Brien

October 5, 2020
Hello,
I am writing as a long and full time resident of Alma, CO. I would like to support the
purchase of the 80 acre parcel of land in Buckskin Gulch. Not only is this special piece of
ground the historic town site of Buckskin Joe, the original mining boom camp in 1859 it is
provides a trail on this property that connects the center of Alma to the Buckskin
Cemetery and Forest Service.
This land is very important to our history, the sustainability of our local recreational trails
and our precious wildlife. Over the years, this area has seen an incredible increase in the
amount of visitors and the pandemic has only added to the popularity and activity.
This property has development potential that would severely detract from the open
space, wildlife habitat and recreational uses. Please help the Town and Foundation
secure this open space to protect the Towns drinking water, help manage the
recreational uses, and protect wildlife habitat in Buckskin Gulch.
Kind regards,
Colleen Goettelman
97 N. Pine St.
Alma, CO 80420

To Whom it May Concern,
We support the purchase of the 80 acre parcel of land in Buckskin Gulch. The trail on this
property that connects Alma to the Buckskin Cemetery is a trail that we hike several times a
week all year round. This trail is accessible right up the road from our house within quick
walking distance. Hiking this trail during the last 6 months during the COVID 19 pandemic has
sometimes been the only outlet available to get out of the house and into the peaceful open space.
If this property were developed, it would severely limit the recreational use of this property and
we would be forced to hike the very busy County Road 8 in order to access the cemetery and
surrounding forest or have to drive to a trail head.
These acres are also a habitat to elk, moose, deer, foxes, coyotes and other wildlife. Allowing
this property to be developed would cruelly displace the wildlife that have lived on this land for
generations.
Finally, this property is also critical to the continued protection of the town’s drinking water
infrastructure.
We ask that you allow the Town and the Alma Foundation to purchase this 80 acre piece of land
to protect this piece of open space from development and therefore protect the drinking water,
wildlife habitat, and the recreational trail.
Sincerely,

Mike & Kristin Byrne

1 October 2020
To Whom It May Concern,
I support the purchase of the 80 acre parcel of land in Buckskin Gulch, in Alma, Colorado. This special
piece of ground was the historic town site of Buckskin Joe, the original mining boom camp in 1859 that
at one point was considered for territorial capital. The property adjoins Forest Service land and the
historic but active Buckskin Cemetery, and extends to both sides of Buckskin Creek encompassing the
town drinking water collection gallery. Securing this piece of property will further the protection of the
Town’s critical drinking water infrastructure and will provide public access to Buckskin Creek. This
property also hosts elk, moose, deer and other wildlife and provides an essential migration corridor to
the river and adjoining habitat.
Additionally, there is a trail on this property that connects the center of Alma to the Buckskin Cemetery
and Forest Service. The Town and Foundation have been working to secure easements and develop trail
connectivity through this area and this property is the last piece of the puzzle. On any given summer
weekend over 400 cars drive up and down County Road 8 to access the very popular fourteeners (Mt.
Lincoln, Mt. Democrat, and Mt. Bross). This creates a hazard to others walking or biking along the road,
by acquiring this property the connection trail can be a legal, safe hiking and biking access to our
treasured cemetery and National Forest without having to traverse the busy county road.
Over the years, this property has become a popular camping area for both recreational and residential
camping. This summer there was a marked increase in the number of people living on this property and
adjacent National Forest. These residential campers started fires, discharged fire arms, and discarded
trash around the property. The use of this property and user conflicts have dramatically increased since
the pandemic. The dramatic increase in real estate values has impelled the absent owners to finally list
the property for sale. This property has development potential that would severely detract from the
open space, wildlife habitat and recreational uses. Please help the Town and Foundation secure this
open space to protect the Town’s drinking water, help manage the recreational uses, and protect
wildlife habitat in Buckskin Gulch.
Sincerely,
Kat Herrera, year round resident
506 Witcher Lane
PO Box 982
Fairplay, CO 80440

To Whom It May Concern,
We love our town and the nearby forest and frequently hike on the parcel of land that connects
Alma to the Buckskin Gulch. It is literally “our backyard.” The residents who use this area
respect and look after these treasured woods. As the Town is becoming more attractive to
developers, the securing of this property would give our residents a protected piece of wilderness
that could stay ours.
We support the purchase of the 80 acre parcel of land in Buckskin Gulch. Securing this piece of
property will further the protection of our critical drinking water infrastructure and will provide
public access to Buckskin Creek. This property also hosts elk, moose, deer and other wildlife and
provides a migration corridor to the river and adjoining habitat.
On any given summer weekend over 400 cars drive up and down County Road 8 to access the
very popular fourteeners (Mt. Lincoln, Mt. Democrat, and Mt. Bross). This creates a hazard to
others walking or biking along the road, by acquiring this property the connection trail can be a
legal access to our treasured cemetery and National Forest without having to walk on the busy
county road.
Over the years, this property has become a popular camping area for both recreational and
residential camping. This summer there was a marked increase in the number of people living on
this property and adjacent National Forest. These residential campers started fires, discharged
fire arms, and discarded trash around the property. The use of this property and user conflicts
have dramatically increased since the pandemic. Also with the soaring price of real estate the
absent owners finally listed the property for sale. This property has development potential that
would severely detract from the open space, wildlife habitat and recreational uses. Please help
the Town and Foundation secure this open space to protect the Towns drinking water, help
manage the recreational uses, and protect wildlife habitat in Buckskin Gulch.
Sincerely,
Shad and Lisa Bruno, Alma Residents

To Whom it May Concern,

October 3, 2020

I support the purchase of the 80 acre parcel of land in Buckskin Gulch. This special piece of
ground was the historic town site of Buckskin Joe, the original mining boom camp in 1859 that
at one point was considered for territorial capital. The property adjoins Forest Service and the
historic but active Buckskin Cemetery. The property also extends to both sides of Buckskin
Creek and encompasses the town drinking water collection gallery. Securing this piece of
property will further the protection of our critical drinking water infrastructure and will provide
public access to Buckskin Creek. This property also hosts elk, moose, deer and other wildlife
and provides a migration corridor to the river and adjoining habitat.
Additionally, there is a trail on this property that connects the center of Alma to the Buckskin
Cemetery and Forest Service. The Town and Foundation have been working to secure
easements and develop trail connectivity through this area and this property is the last piece of
the puzzle.
On any given summer weekend over 400 cars drive up and down County Road 8 to access the
very popular fourteeners (Mt. Lincoln, Mt. Democrat, and Mt. Bross). This creates a hazard to
others walking or biking along the road, by acquiring this property the connection trail can be a
legal access to our treasured cemetery and National Forest without having to walk on the busy
county road.
Over the years, this property has become a popular camping area for both recreational and
residential camping. This summer there was a marked increase in the number of people living
on this property and adjacent National Forest. These residential campers started fires,
discharged fire arms, and discarded trash around the property. The use of this property and
user conflicts have dramatically increased since the pandemic. Also with the soaring price of
real estate the absent owners finally listed the property for sale. This property has development
potential that would severely detract from the open space, wildlife habitat and recreational
uses. Please help the Town and Foundation secure this open space to protect the Towns
drinking water, help manage the recreational uses, and protect wildlife habitat in Buckskin
Gulch.
Best,
Kimberly + Krishna Ghorai
Town of Alma Residents

To Whom it May Concern,
I support the purchase of the 80 acre parcel of land in Buckskin Gulch. This special piece of ground was the historic town site of Buckskin Joe, the
original mining boom camp in 1859 that at one point was considered for territorial capital. The property adjoins Forest Service and the historic but
active Buckskin Cemetery. The property also extends to both sides of Buckskin Creek and encompasses the town drinking water collection gallery.
Securing this piece of property will further the protection of our critical drinking water infrastructure and will provide public access to Buckskin
Creek. This property also hosts elk, moose, deer and other wildlife and provides a migration corridor to the river and adjoining habitat.
Additionally, there is a trail on this property that connects the center of Alma to the Buckskin Cemetery and Forest Service. The Town and Foundation
have been working to secure easements and develop trail connectivity through this area and this property is the last piece of the puzzle. On any given
summer weekend over 400 cars drive up and down County Road 8 to access the very popular fourteeners (Mt. Lincoln, Mt. Democrat, and Mt. Bross).
This creates a hazard to others walking or biking along the road, by acquiring this property the connection trail can be a legal access to our treasured
cemetery and National Forest without having to walk on the busy county road.
Over the years, this property has become a popular camping area for both recreational and residential camping. This summer there was a marked
increase in the number of people living on this property and adjacent National Forest. These residential campers started fires, discharged fire arms,
and discarded trash around the property. The use of this property and user conflicts have dramatically increased since the pandemic. Also with the
soaring price of real estate the absent owners finally listed the property for sale. This property has development potential that would severely detract
from the open space, wildlife habitat and recreational uses. Please help the Town and Foundation secure this open space to protect the Towns drinking
water, help manage the recreational uses, and protect wildlife habitat in Buckskin Gulch.

Respectfully,
Lori Whipple

Tim and Linda Balough
PO Box 217
Alma, CO 80420
September 29, 2020

Park County Land and Water Trust Board
We support the town of Alma and the Alma Foundation’s purchase of land that has served as a portion
of the town park for many years.
It includes open space, but also extends into an area next to the existing skate park. During events like
the annual Festival in the Clouds, town workers and volunteers must take down a Half Pipe structure
within the skate park to accommodate the event and re-construct it after each event. The purchase of
this land will expand the park, secure it for continued future use as a town park and allow for the
construction of a permanent skate park that will not need to be moved for each event.
This park serves as a hub of the community and we have enjoyed events and casual gatherings of our
greater-Alma neighbors from the day we moved permanently to the area. One of the largest of the
events, the Festival in the Clouds, a function of the Alma Foundation, has become a popular funder for
projects like trails, open space, historic preservation, recreation, and other civic benefits. We believe
that if the town of Alma cannot permanently acquire the land that it has been allowed to use as a
portion of the park for so long, the ability to host large events and accommodate a growing number of
children and adult visitors for daily use, events will need to be greatly downsized.
With the pressure for development in this area of the county and the increases in land costs, we believe
that the Town must move quickly to be able to secure the land and needs help in finding the necessary
funding.
While we are not residents of the town, we like so many of other nearby Park County residents, have
been welcomed to and enjoy the use of the park. We urge you to approve joining us in helping to fund
the acquisition of this piece of land in the heart of Alma to insure its continued use as a community
recreation and gathering place.
Thank you for your support.
Sincerely,

Tim and Linda Balough

To Whom It May Concern,
This letter is in support of the Alma Foundations project to acquire a critical piece
of the Alma Town Park. The addition of the Riverwalk project has increased the
use of the Alma Town Park by all ages of this community. My daughter had the
privilege this summer working on the trail that connects the park to the
Riverwalk. That experience has been a permanent memory and proud
accomplishment for a young lady born and being raised in the Town of Alma. The
park holds many memories, past and future for this Alma family. From our
wedding celebration to that young lady learning to walk, ride a bicycle, mastering
the playground, fishing, to establishing self-worth by contributing to the Town
she lives in, by volunteering and attending events this small but mighty Town
offers. The enthusiasm and commitment the members of this community have for
our annual fundraising festival, town cleanup activities, protecting our watershed,
town skate park, trails, open space, historic preservation, music band shell,
weddings and celebrations are priceless. We urgently need your help to secure
the park. Without this piece of property, it will be difficult to hold the fundraiser
event. It would have to be downsized, reducing the income for our local nonprofit which in turn is put back into the community. This park is more than a
beautiful view, its part of the soul of Alma. Thank you for taking this into
consideration.
Enjoy you day,
Cindy Cole

October 6, 2020

Hello,
I am writing to express my support of the Alma Foundation’s project to acquire a critical piece of
the Alma Town Park. This parcel is vital to the continued success of the Alma Foundation’s ability
to hold its largest fundraising event each year. The event not only provides funds for the needs
of our community members but is also a very important annual event that allows friends,
neighbors and visitors to come together to celebrate the special place we call home. Not only
does it provide a large enough area for the festival but it is also one of the only areas large
enough to host weddings, funerals and other community events. Without this space, our
community would struggle to find a place to celebrate these important life occasions together.
As a resident of Alma for the past 22 years and a parent of two young adults who were born and
raised in Alma, I can personally attest to the importance of this park. I have spent an unknown
amount of hours with my kids and other families at the park when they were young, as they
grew older and developed their independence they spent time there on their own and I knew
they were in a safe place. From my home, I oversee the park and have been amazed at the
amount of usage this park continues to see year after year. All day and into the evening, there is
a diverse demographic of people that use this area. From young families to adults who are
skateboarding, playing basketball, playing pickle ball and using the play set to swimming at the
beach.
This park has become even more important during this pandemic. It provides a safe
environment in a large enough area for multiple activities and groups to enjoy. Not only is it
imperative to our physical health but it is even more essential to have this park for our mental
health.
Please help us secure this property.

Kind regards,
Colleen Goettelman
97 N. Pine St.
Alma, CO 80420

To Whom It May Concern:

1 October 2020
PO Box 982, Fairplay, Colorado 80440

This letter is in support of the Alma Foundation’s project to acquire an essential piece of the Alma Town Park. The
parcel of concern extends into the center of the park and playground area and the property has been extensively
used by citizens over the years and for vendor space at the Foundation’s annual fundraising festival. This is an
urgent land acquisition that has been pushed to the forefront as a result of the pandemic. Now the owners who
have let the Town use the property for years are interested in selling this property as the current real estate values
are at an all-time high.
If the Town doesn’t acquire this parcel of land the local community could lose more than half the play field at the
park and the acquisition of this piece of property would provide a space to create a permanent expanded skate
park adding to recreation opportunities for our youth. Recently, the town skate ramps were upgraded with a
donation from the Town of Frisco which included a large half pipe that’s been in storage. The existing skate park
cannot currently be fully bolted and secured to the cement pad because the ramps need to be moved for the
annual festival event; thus creating undue wear and tear on the ramps and limiting the skate park from being fully
functional. With the acquisition of this adjoining land a permanent skate area can be developed. The large half
pipe would be a significant highlight of the skate park and the ramps could be safely secured.
This town park has been used more than ever since the inception of the COVID crisis. This wonderful community
park is such a critical piece of land and we urgently need your help to secure the park. Although our festival was
canceled this year as a result of the pandemic, the annual festival typically makes over $20,000 per year for the
Alma Foundation, which in turn is put back into the community as trails, open space, historic preservation, and
other civic benefits. Without this piece of property, it will be extremely difficult to hold the event and it would
have to be downsized considerably, thereby reducing the yearly income for our local non-profit. With everything
else being canceled or closed, the park has been an important cornerstone for the entire community. This park is a
valued community hub; it contributes to the community vitality and our resiliency in the face of such
unprecedented times.
Please help us secure this property.
With sincere appreciation of your time and consideration,
Kat Herrera, year round resident
506 Witcher Lane, PO Box 982, Fairplay Colorado 80440

October 6,2020

To whom it may concern,

I support the acquisiton of this property for the expansion of the town park. This property is
situated on the west side of the historic Alma School House, which is now the town
hall/library/community center.
Our town hall and park is bordered on the eastern side by the Platte
River, on the north are private properties and to the south are wetlands and a newly completed
educational river walk. Needless to say, the only direction our park can expand is onto this property to
the west.
Every year the town holds a memorial and fundraising event that raises over $20,000. This
money is then put back into the community for civic projects, historic preservation, open space and
trails. Because of the generosity of the current land owners, they have allowed the town to use a
portion of their property for this event. Without their support this event would not be possible due
to the lack of space. If the town of Alma is not able to acquire this parcel, it will loss not only 1/2 of its
current playground and festival site but also a substancial amount of income for our community.

Sincerely, Martin O'Brien

Jara Johnson <jaraajohnson@gmail.com>

Support letter for the park
1 message

Debi Obrien <blackbearrealty@gmail.com>
To: Jara Johnson <jaraajohnson@gmail.com>

Tue, Oct 6, 2020 at 10:30 PM

October 6, 2020
To whom it may concern,
I wholeheartedly support the purchase of the property adjoining the Alma town hall and park.
This property is so important for community ...it is literally the only outdoor gathering spot we have in the town. And sadly
part of what we took for granted to be part of the park is now on the market to be sold.
Children of all ages use the park facilities on a daily basis either skateboarding, picnicking, frisbee golf or now hiking on
the newly completed riverwalk trail. We have done some great community projects by buying playground equipment, a
skate park and building a stage for music events. This extra land is so important as we have no other way to expand and
would most likely lose the skatepark and the ability to throw events. The Alma Festival of the Clouds is one of the most
important events for our town...as it brings people from neighboring communities and from afar to enjoy the music,
arts/crafts and food...and also is a major fundraiser for the town. Other miscellaneous events also take place on this
property.
Because of covid we were unable to host the Festival. But also because of Covid we saw increased usage of the park to
allow locals to get out of their homes and play and for tourists from all over the state and country to enjoy a picnic or hike
at the riverwalk.
We can’t rely on generosity the future owner of this property to allow us to use this space as it is might not happen. We
must use our foresight to seize the opportunity before it is too late.
Thank you for your consideration.
Sincerely, Debi O’Brien

Sent from my iPad

To Whom It May Concern,
The Alma Town Park is the heart of our town. It serves as the gathering place for recreation,
socializing, town events, festivals, and walking in the beautiful scenery. As town residents, we
value this common area as a place to connect. Now more than ever it is important to preserve
this vital property.
This letter is in support of the Alma Foundations project to acquire a critical piece of the Alma
Town Park. This parcel extends into the center of the park and playground area. Over the years
this property has been extensively used by citizens and for vender space at our annual
fundraising festival. Now the owners are interested in selling this property with the current real
estate marked being at an all-time high.
If the Town does not acquire this property we could lose more than half the play field at the park.
Also the acquisition of this piece of property would provide a space to create a permanent
expanded skate park. Recently, the town skate ramps were upgraded with a donation from the
Town of Frisco. This included a large half pipe that has been in storage. Currently the existing
skate park cannot be fully bolted and secured to the cement pad because that area is also used for
the annual town festival and the ramps need to be moved for that event. This creates undue wear
and tear on the ramps and limits the skate park from being fully functional. Our Town Park has
been used more than ever since the COVID crisis. This is a critical piece of land and we urgently
need your help to secure the park. Although our festival was canceled this year, the festival
makes over $20,000 per year for the Alma Foundation, which in turn is put back into the
community as trails, open space, historic preservation, and other civic benefits. Without this
piece of property, it will be very difficult to hold the event and it would have to be downsized
considerably thereby reducing the yearly income for our local non-profit. With everything else
being canceled or closed, the park has been an important cornerstone for the entire community.
This Park is our community hub, it contributes to the community vitality and our resiliency in the
face of such unprecedented times, please help us secure this property.
Sincerely,
Shad and Lisa Bruno, Alma Residents

To Whom it May Concern,

October 3, 2020

This letter is in support of the Alma Foundations project to acquire a critical piece of the Alma
Town Park. This parcel extends into the center of the park and playground area. Over the years
this property has been extensively used by citizens and for vender space at our annual
fundraising festival. Now the owners are interested in selling this property with the current real
estate marked being at an all time high. This is an urgent land acquisition that has been pushed
to the forefront as a result of the pandemic. The owners who have let the town use the property
for years want to sell while property values are up.
If the Town does not acquire this property we could lose more than half the play field at the
park. Also the acquisition of this piece of property would provide a space to create a
permanent expanded skate park. Recently, the town skate ramps were upgraded with a
donation from the Town of Frisco. This included a large half pipe that has been in storage.
Currently the existing skate park cannot be fully bolted and secured to the cement pad
because that area is also used for the annual town festival and the ramps need to be moved for
that event. This creates undue wear and tear on the ramps and limits the skate park from being
fully functional. With the acquisition of this adjoining land a permanent skate area can be
developed. The large half pipe would be a highlight feature and the ramps could be safely
secured.
Our town park has been used more than ever since the COVID crisis. This is a critical piece of
land and we urgently need your help to secure the park. Although our festival was canceled
this year, the festival makes over $20,000 per year for the Alma Foundation, which in turn is put
back into the community as trails, open space, historic preservation, and other civic benefits.
Without this piece of property, it will be very diﬃcult to hold the event and it would have to be
downsized considerably thereby reducing the yearly income for our local non-profit. With
everything else being canceled or closed, the park has been an important cornerstone for the
entire community. This park is our community hub, it contributes to the community vitality and
our resiliency in the face of such unprecedented times, please help us secure this property.
Best,
Kimberly + Krishna Ghorai
Town of Alma Residents

