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Mission Statement 

 

 The Mission of the Park county Coroners Office is to provide 

thorough death investigations to all those who die within 

park county or suffer a fatal event within the county that    

results in their death outside the county.  The coroners office is 

on call and responds 24 hours a day every day of the year. The 

Coroners office conducts an independent investigation to      

determine the cause and manner of death. We accept our role as 

an advocate for the deceased, who can no longer speak for 

themselves, solemnly and respectfully. Families we consider an 

equal priority to the death investigation. We strive to notify 

families quickly and keep them informed throughout the process. 

Our staff is available 24 hours a day, to answer any questions or 

concerns family may have. 

Forensic sciences are ever evolving and education is an absolute 

necessity. The Park County Coroners Office seeks out education 

opportunities each year to bring the latest information in the 

forensic community back to ours. In addition to education a 

standard of the park county Coroners office is to have each 

staff member certified by the American board of medicolegal 

death investigation as soon as they are eligible under the         

experience requirements. The park county Coroners office works 

with law enforcement, human services and public health to      

ensure that each death gets a thorough and respectful            

investigation. 

 



 

Coroner staff 

David E Kintz Jr, D-ABMDI 

Coroner 

 

Don Comstock, D-ABMDI 

Chief Deputy Coroner 

 

Jim Eldridge, D-ABMDI 

Deputy Coroner 

 

Bonnie Guzman, RN 

Deputy Coroner 

 

 



Duties of the coroner 
 The Coroner is charged with determining the cause and 

manner of death. The Coroners office is a statutory office under 

title 30-10-601 through 30-10-622 of the Colorado Revised Statutes. 

The coroner must investigate the following types of deaths     

under statute: 

I. Deaths from external violence, unexplained cause, or other      

unexplained suspicious circumstances 

II. Deaths where no physician is in attendance or physician is una-

ble to certify cause of death 

III. Deaths from Thermal, chemical, or radiation injury 

Iv. Death from criminal abortion, including self induced 

V. deaths from hazardous or contagious conditions that may 

pose a threat to the general public 

Vi. Deaths while in custody of law enforcement or incarcerated 

Vii. Death was sudden and happened to a person in good health 

Viii. Death from industrial accident 

 

In park county we do not have a hospital or inpatient hospice 

which means that all deaths fall under the jurisdiction of the   

coroner. 

 

The Park County Coroners Covers park County, Colorado with a 

population of 16,345 in 2014 per the US census bureau. We cover the 

incorporated towns of Fairplay and alma. The county is home to 

two state parks, many wildlife areas and hundreds of thousands 

of acres of state land and national forest. Park County is tour-

ist destination for camping, hiking, fishing, hunting, sight seeing 

and much more. 



Coroner Accomplishments 
 In 2015 we applied for accreditation through the   

International association of coroners and medical examiners. 

We were audited by certified investigators from south Carolina 

and Colorado and were awarded the accreditation in July of 

2015. We became the 25th office in the world accredited by this in-

stitution and one of only 70 medicolegal death investigation 

offices accredited by any accrediting body in the world. We are 

very proud of achieving the highest standard in this field of the 

forensic sciences. 

We are also proud to announce that part-time Deputy Don Com-

stock has now been promoted to Chief Deputy Coroner. This posi-

tion is full time in an effort to better serve the citizens of park 

county. We also took delivery of a 2015 Chevy Silverado to re-

place our 25 year old GMC. The State Department of vital Statis-

tics launched their new electronic death certificate system and 

park county has been involved from the beginning in working 

groups and testing of the system to get this technology up and 

running. We were able to obtain a digital fingerprint scanner as 

well this year as a tool to identify the deceased quicker. 

 

2016 goals 

 In 2016 we will be completing the certification of Deputy 

Coroner Guzman. As Part of the job duties of the New Chief Depu-

ty we are also currently applying for four grants to improve 

our equipment and bring in specific education opportunities. We 

have started and will continue a discussion with regional cor-

oners to develop a plan and agreement of how to obtain a fo-

rensic pathologist in the future. many Colorado counties are 

facing retirement of their long time forensic doctors and we 

need to have a plan in place before that happens. 



2015 cases 
 

 Total cases:    67 

 Scene responses:   49 

 Hospice:    16 

 Autopsied cases:  18 

 Toxicology cases:  30 

 Deceased transports: 43 

 Morgue used:   43 

 External exams:  49 

 Donor referrals:   6 

 Organ Donors:  0 

 Tissue Donors:  6 

 Whole Body Donors: 2 

 Exhumations:   0 

 Unidentified:   0 

 Unclaimed:   0 

 Manners of death: 

 Natural:    46 

 Accidental:   9 

 Homicide:   1 

 Suicide:     9 

 Undetermined:  2 

 

2015was the third highest case load in recent history for the 

park county coroners office. 



Cause of Death by  

Manner 

Natural 

 

Cardiac Conditions were the number one cause of death in park 

county in 2015. Pulmonary embolisms were an area of increase 

partly associated with previous extended travel. 



Suicide 

 

 

 

 

 

Undetermined 

 

 



Accidental 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Accidental Deaths were at a three year low. This was lead by the 

lowest number of motor vehicle fatalities in years. This was while 

the State of Colorado and national saw a dramatic increase in 

motor vehicle fatalities. 

 

Homicide 


