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Mission Statement
The Mission of the Park county Coroners Office is to provide
thorough death investigations to all those who die within
park county or suffer a fatal event within the county that
results in their death outside the county. The coroners office is
on call and responds 24 hours a day every day of the year. The
Coroners office conducts an independent investigation to
determine the cause and manner of death. We accept our role as
an advocate for the deceased, who can no longer speak for
themselves, solemnly and respectfully. Families we consider an
equal priority to the death investigation. We strive to notify
families quickly and keep them informed throughout the process.
Our staff is available 24 hours a day, to answer any questions or
concerns family may have.
Forensic sciences are ever evolving and education is an absolute
necessity. The Park County Coroners Office seeks out education
opportunities each year to bring the latest information in the
forensic community back to ours. In addition to education a
standard of the park county Coroners office is to have each
staff member certified by the American board of medicolegal
death investigation as soon as they are eligible under the
experience requirements. The park county Coroners office works
with law enforcement, human services and public health to
ensure that each death gets a thorough and respectful
investigation.

Coroner staff
David E Kintz Jr, D-ABMDI
Coroner
Jim Eldridge, D-ABMDI
Deputy Coroner
Don Comstock, D-ABMDI
Deputy Coroner
Bonnie Guzman, RN
Deputy Coroner
Thomas Weldon, D-ABMDI
Reserve Deputy Coroner

Duties of the coroner
The Coroner is charged with determining the cause and
manner of death. The Coroners office is a statutory office under
title 30-10-601 through 30-10-622 of the Colorado Revised Statutes.
The coroner must investigate the following types of deaths
under statute:
I. Deaths from external violence, unexplained cause, or other
unexplained suspicious circumstances
II. Deaths where no physician is in attendance or physician is unable to certify cause of death
III. Deaths from Thermal, chemical, or radiation injury
Iv. Death from criminal abortion, including self induced
V. deaths from hazardous or contagious conditions that may
pose a threat to the general public
Vi. Deaths while in custody of law enforcement or incarcerated
Vii. Death was sudden and happened to a person in good health
Viii. Death from industrial accident

In park county we do not have a hospital or inpatient hospice
which means that all deaths fall under the jurisdiction of the
coroner.

The Park County Coroners Covers park County, Colorado with a
population of 16,345 in 2014 per the US census bureau. We cover the
incorporated towns of Fairplay and alma. The county is home to
two state parks, many wildlife areas and hundreds of thousands
of acres of state land and national forest. Park County is tourist destination for camping, hiking, fishing, hunting, sight seeing
and much more.

Coroner Goals
In 2014, the coroners office accomplished a previous years
goal of fully preparing for a mass fatality. In the process the
coroners office received $35,000 in grant money. The money was
spent to re-write the park county mass fatality plan, stock a
mass fatality response trailer, and bring in mass fatality
education. The trailer is Equipped with a portable morgue
building, along with extrication, identification, examination,
investigation and transportation supplies. The trailer was
stocked to handle up to a 30 person mass fatality. This resource
is also available to our surrounding counties should the need
arise. We hosted the FEMA G386 Mass fatality response class to for
the first time in 6 years in Colorado we had over 20 attend from
around the state.

2015 goals
In 2015 we will be working towards becoming accredited
with the International Association of coroners and medical
examiner. We consider this a necessary step forward to keep up to
date with the latest standards within the medicolegal death
investigation world. In addition to this large goal, we will be
working to have our newest deputy coroner achieve her ABMDI
certification. We are also scheduled to replace our oldest
vehicle with one built to current standards for death
investigation and better equipped for transport of the deceased.

2014 cases
Total cases:

75

Scene responses:

58

Hospice:

17

Autopsied cases:

22FP

Toxicology cases:

35

1h

Deceased transports: 47
Morgue used:

47

External exams:

48

Donor referrals:

8

Organ Donors:

1

Tissue Donors:

4

Whole Body Donors:

1

Exhumations:

0

Unidentified:

1

Unclaimed:

1

Manners of death:
Natural

47

Accidental:

19

Homicide:

0

Suicide:

7

Undetermined:

2

2014 was the highest case load in history for the park county
coroners office.

Cause of Death by
Manner
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Natural Causes

Cancer

Heart Disease

COPD

DVT

Kindey Failure

GI Bleed

Asthma

Diabetes

Influenza

Aneurysm

Alcohol Abuse

Siezure Disorder

Hypertension

SIDS

For the first time cancer overtook heart disease as the number
one cause of death in park county.
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Suicide Causes

Gunshot wound

Jump From Height

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

Undetermined
1

1

1

0
Undetermined Causes
Traumatic Head Injury

Drowning

Accidental
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Accident Causes

Motor Vehicle Crash

Falls

Carbon Monoxide Poisoning

Overdose

Horse

The single largest increase in case load from previous years was
the accidental Category. Falls at home and carbon monoxide
deaths are both preventable and accounted for the increase.

